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for a long time their only communication between the
coast and Trichinopoly was through his territory.
When Captain Gingen fell back on Trichinopoly,
Chunda Sahib and the French, under M. Law, occupied
Seringham, and, crossing the Cauvery, established bat-
teries at the French Rocks, to the east of the town.
Mr. Saunders, who was fully alive to the gravity of the
crisis, determined to hold on at all hazards to Trichino-
poly. Reinforcements arrived from England at the end of
June, and soon afterwards Mr. Pigot, a member of Council,
and Olive succeeded in passing men and stores into the
town. As they were returning they were attacked, and
had to seek safety in flight after their ammunition was
exhausted, and seven of their small escort of twelve
sepoys had been killed. A little later, Clive, after a
sharp skirmish with the French, entered Trichinopoly
with a second convoy. On his return to Fort St. David
in August he drew a lamentable picture of the condition
of the garrison. The men were disheartened, and had
lost all confidence in their commander. The officers
were without enterprise; they passed their time in
quarrelling, and made no attempt to annoy the enemy,
who were in superior force, a.nd seemed inclined to
press the siege vigorously. It was clear that the town
would fall unless a vigorous effort were made to relieve
it; and that, when it fell, the safety of the British
settlements would be seriously endangered. The position
of the English was in truth well-nigh desperate.
This crisis of the war was Clive's opportunity.
With true military instinct he saw that Dupleix, by
detaching De Bussy to Aurungabad, and sending M.
Law and Chunda Sahib to Trichinopoly, had left Arcot